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ON SUB-DEFECT OF HADAMARD PRODUCT OF DOUBLY SUBSTOCHASTIC
MATRICES

Eric Choi1, Brian Chao, Irmina Choi, Audrey Chung, Anastasia Mermigas, and Ritvik Shah

ABSTRACT. The sub-defect of A, defined as sd(A) = ⌈n − sum(A)⌉, is the mini-
mum number of rows and columns required to be added to transform a doubly
substochastic matrix into a doubly stochastic matrix. Here, n is the size of A

and sum(A) is the sum of all entries of matrix A. In this paper, we show that for
arbitrary doubly substochastic matrices A and B, the Hadamard product A ◦ B

is also a doubly substochastic matrix, and max{sd(A), sd(B)} ≤ sd(A ◦ B) ≤
max{n, sd(A) + sd(B)}.

1. INTRODUCTION

Definition 1.1. A matrix A = (aij) of size n × n is called a doubly substochastic
matrix if the following conditions are satisfied:

(1) All elements of A are non-negative: aij ≥ 0 for all 1 ≤ i, j ≤ n.
(2) The sum of the elements in each row is less than or equal to 1:

∑n
j=1 aij ≤ 1

for all 1 ≤ i ≤ n.
(3) The sum of the elements in each column is less than or equal to 1:

∑n
i=1 aij ≤

1 for all 1 ≤ j ≤ n.
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Doubly substochastic matrices are an extension of the well-known doubly sto-
chastic matrices and have found applications in numerous fields, such as probabil-
ity theory, operations research, and optimization. A basic foundation can be found
in [4], by Marshall and Olkin. This study aims to investigate the algebraic proper-
ties of doubly substochastic matrices, with a particular emphasis on the Hadamard
product operation.

The Hadamard product, denoted by the ◦ symbol, is an element-wise multipli-
cation of two matrices of the same size. While the Hadamard product has been
extensively studied in the context of doubly stochastic matrices, its behavior when
applied to doubly substochastic matrices remains relatively unexplored. The fol-
lowing definition was first introduced by Cao and Koyuncu in [1].

Definition 1.2. Let A be an n × n doubly substochastic matrix with elements (aij)

for 1 ≤ i, j ≤ n. Denote the sum of all elements of A by sum(A), i.e.,

sum(A) =
n∑

i=1

n∑
j=1

aij.

The sub-defect of A is defined as

sd(A) = ⌈n− sum(A)⌉,

where ⌈x⌉ is the ceiling of x, that is, the smallest integer greater than or equal to x.

More details on the sub-defect of doubly substochastic matrices can be found
in ( [1, 2]). The main contribution of [1] is that the sub-defect of any doubly
substochastic matrix can be calculated by taking the ceiling of the difference be-
tween its size and the sum of all entries. This number (the sub-defect) gives us the
minimum number of rows and columns that is required to complete a doubly sub-
stochastic matrix into a stochastic matrix. In [2], some properties of the sub-defect
of doubly substochastic matrices were established with respect to usual multipli-
cation. More work on minimal completion and the sub-defect can be found in
( [5,6]).

In this paper, we revisit the sub-defect property of a doubly substochastic matrix,
which allows for partitioning the set of doubly substochastic matrices into convex
subsets. We first show that the Hadamard product of two doubly substochastic
matrices belongs to the set of doubly substochastic matrices. We then establish



ON SUB-DEFECT OF HADAMARD PRODUCT OF DOUBLY SUBSTOCHASTIC MATRICES 53

lower and upper bounds for the Hadamard product of two doubly substochastic
matrices.

Let Ωn denote the set of doubly stochastic matrices, ωn denote the set of doubly
substochastic matrices, and ωn,k denote the set of all doubly substochastic matrices
with sub-defect k.

2. BOUNDS FOR DOUBLY SUBSTOCHASTIC MATRICES UNDER THE HADAMARD

PRODUCT

Lemma 2.1. Let A,B ∈ ωn. Then the set C = {A ◦B | A,B ∈ ωn} is convex.

Proof. Let A,B ∈ ωn. To show that the set C is convex, we need to prove that for
any t ∈ [0, 1], and for any matrices A1, A2, B1, B2 ∈ ωn,

t(A1 ◦B1) + (1− t)(A2 ◦B2) ∈ ωn.

First, note that since A1, A2, B1, B2 ∈ ωn, all their elements are non-negative.
Therefore, all the elements of t(A1 ◦ B1) and (1 − t)(A2 ◦ B2) are non-negative as
well. Thus, their sum also has only non-negative elements.

Now, we first check the row and column sums. For any 1 ≤ i, j ≤ n:
n∑

j=1

[t(A1 ◦B1)ij + (1− t)(A2 ◦B2)ij] = t
n∑

j=1

(A1 ◦B1)ij + (1− t)
n∑

j=1

(A2 ◦B2)ij.

Using the properties of the Hadamard product, we can rewrite the sums as:

t

n∑
j=1

(a1)ij(b1)ij + (1− t)
n∑

j=1

(a2)ij(b2)ij.

Since A1, A2, B1, B2 ∈ ωn, we know that:
n∑

j=1

(a1)ij ≤ 1,
n∑

j=1

(a2)ij ≤ 1,
n∑

j=1

(b1)ij ≤ 1,
n∑

j=1

(b2)ij ≤ 1.

Therefore, the row sums of the resulting matrix are also less than or equal to 1.
A similar argument can be made for the column sums.

Hence, we have shown that for any t ∈ [0, 1] and for any matrices A1, A2, B1, B2 ∈
ωn, the matrix t(A1 ◦B1) + (1− t)(A2 ◦B2) is also in ωn. □

Lemma 2.2. Let A,B ∈ ωn. Then the set H = {A ◦B | A,B ∈ ωn} is compact.
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Proof. To show that the set H is compact, we need to demonstrate that it is both
closed and bounded.

We will use the Frobenius norm to show that the set H is bounded. The Frobe-
nius norm of a matrix M is defined as

∥M∥F =

√√√√ n∑
i=1

n∑
j=1

|mij|2.

Let C = A ◦ B ∈ H, with A,B ∈ ωn. Since 0 ≤ aij, bij ≤ 1 for all 1 ≤ i, j ≤ n, we
have 0 ≤ cij = aijbij ≤ 1. Then,

∥C∥F =

√√√√ n∑
i=1

n∑
j=1

|cij|2 ≤

√√√√ n∑
i=1

n∑
j=1

12 =
√
n2 = n.

Therefore, the set H is bounded with respect to the Frobenius norm.
Now, let {Ak ◦ Bk}k=1 be a sequence of matrices in H that converges to some

matrix C. We need to show that C ∈ H. Since Ak, Bk ∈ ωn, we know that their
row and column sums are less than or equal to 1. As {Ak ◦Bk}k=1 converges to C,
the row and column sums of C must also be less than or equal to 1. Moreover, the
elements of C are non-negative, since the elements of Ak ◦Bk are non-negative for
all k. Thus, C ∈ ωn, and the set H is closed.

Since H is both bounded and closed, it is compact. □

Lemma 2.3. ( [2]) Let {ai}ni=1 and {bi}ni=1 be two sets of real numbers with 0 ≤ ai ≤
1 and 0 ≤ bi ≤ 1 for i = 1, 2, . . . , n. If

∑n
i=1 ai = S1 and

∑n
i=1 bi = S2, then

n∑
i=1

aibi ≥ S1 + S2 − n.

Theorem 2.1. If A,B ∈ ωn, then

max{sd(A), sd(B)} ≤ sd(A ◦B) ≤ max{n, sd(A) + sd(B)},

where ◦ is the Hadamard product.

Proof. For the lower bound, we need to show that:

max{sd(A), sd(B)} ≤ sd(A ◦B).
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Given A,B ∈ ωn, their Hadamard product A ◦B is also in ωn, and each element
(A ◦B)ij = aij · bij is less than or equal to both aij and bij.

Let m = max{sum(A), sum(B)}. Then we have:

sum(A ◦B) ≤ m.

Since m is the sum of the matrix with the smaller sum, n − sum(A ◦ B) will be
greater than or equal to n−m. Therefore:

sd(A ◦B) = ⌈n− sum(A ◦B)⌉ ≥ ⌈n−m⌉ = min{sd(A), sd(B)}

For the upper bound, we need to show that:

sd(A ◦B) ≤ max{n, sd(A) + sd(B)}

Since sd(A) = ⌈n− sum(A)⌉,

n− sum(A) ≤ sd(A) ≤ n− sum(A) + 1,

which implies

(2.1) n− sd(A) ≤ sum(A) ≤ n− sd(A) + 1.

Similarly,

(2.2) n− sd(B) ≤ sum(B) ≤ n− sd(B) + 1.

By (2.1), (2.2) and Lemma 2.3,

sum(A ◦B) ≥ sum(A) + sum(B)− n ≥ (n− sd(A)) + (n− sd(B))− n

= n− sd(A)− sd(B).

Hence sd(A◦B) = ⌈n−sum(A ◦ B)⌉ ≤ n−(n−sd(A)−sd(B)) = sd(A)+sd(B). □

Example 1. Consider two 2× 2 doubly substochastic matrices A and B:

A =

(
1 0

0 1

)
, B =

(
0 1

1 0

)
.

Their Hadamard product A ◦B is:

A ◦B =

(
1 0

0 1

)
◦

(
0 1

1 0

)
=

(
0 0

0 0

)
.
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The sums of matrices A, B, and A ◦B are:

sum(A) = sum(B) = 2, sum(A ◦B) = 0.

The sub-defects are calculated as:

sd(A) = ⌈2− 2⌉ = 0, sd(B) = ⌈2− 2⌉ = 0, sd(A ◦B) = ⌈2− 0⌉ = 2.

Therefore, we have:

sd(A) = 0, sd(B) = 0, sd(A ◦B) = 2.

Example 2. Consider two 3× 3 doubly substochastic matrices A and B:

A =

0.5 0.5 0

0.5 0.5 0

0 0 0

 , B =

0.5 0.5 0

0.5 0.5 0

0 0 0

 .

Their Hadamard product A ◦B is:

A ◦B =

0.5 0.5 0

0.5 0.5 0

0 0 0

 ◦

0.5 0.5 0

0.5 0.5 0

0 0 0

 =

0.25 0.25 0

0.25 0.25 0

0 0 0

 .

The sums of matrices A, B, and A ◦B are:

sum(A) = sum(B) = 2, sum(A ◦B) = 1.

The sub-defects are calculated as follows for a 3× 3 matrix:

sd(A) = ⌈3− 2⌉ = 1, sd(B) = ⌈3− 2⌉ = 1, sd(A ◦B) = ⌈3− 1⌉ = 2.

Therefore, we have:

sd(A) = 1, sd(B) = 1, sd(A ◦B) = 2.

Corollary 2.1. If A,B ∈ ωn, then

sd(A ◦B) ≥ sd(AB).

Corollary 2.2. If A ∈ ωn,k and B ∈ Ωn, then A ◦B ∈ ωn,k.

Proof. Let A ∈ ωn,k be an n × n doubly substochastic matrix with sub-defect k,
and let B ∈ Ωn be an n × n doubly stochastic matrix. We want to show that the
Hadamard product A ◦B is an n× n doubly substochastic matrix in ωn,k.
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First, we show that the Hadamard product A◦B is a doubly substochastic matrix.
Recall that a matrix is doubly substochastic if the sum of its elements in each row
and each column is less than or equal to 1. Since A is a doubly substochastic
matrix and B is a doubly stochastic matrix, we have:

n∑
i=1

aij ≤ 1,
n∑

j=1

aij ≤ 1,
n∑

i=1

bij = 1, and
n∑

j=1

bij = 1.

Now, consider the Hadamard product A ◦ B = (cij)
n
i,j=1, where cij = aijbij. We

need to show that
∑n

i=1 cij ≤ 1 and
∑n

j=1 cij ≤ 1.
For the row sums of A ◦B:

n∑
i=1

cij =
n∑

i=1

aijbij ≤
n∑

i=1

aij ≤ 1,

and for the column sums of A ◦B:
n∑

j=1

cij =
n∑

j=1

aijbij ≤
n∑

j=1

aij ≤ 1.

Thus, A ◦B is a doubly substochastic matrix.
Next, we need to show that the sub-defect of A ◦ B is equal to k. Recall that

the sub-defect is defined as sd(C) = ⌈n − sum(C)⌉, where sum(C) is the sum of
all elements in the matrix C. Since B is a doubly stochastic matrix, the sum of its
elements is equal to n. Thus,

sum(A ◦B) =
n∑

i=1

n∑
j=1

aijbij ≤
n∑

i=1

n∑
j=1

aij = sum(A).

Now, we have:

sd(A ◦B) = ⌈n− sum(A ◦B)⌉ ≥ ⌈n− sum(A)⌉ = sd(A) = k.

Since A ◦B is a doubly substochastic matrix with a sub-defect equal to k, we have
A ◦B ∈ ωn,k. □

Corollary 2.3. If A,B ∈ Ωn, then A ◦B ∈ Ωn.

Proof. Let A,B ∈ Ωn. We know that doubly stochastic matrices have row and
column sums equal to 1. Since A and B are doubly stochastic matrices, for each
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row and column, we have:
n∑

j=1

aij =
n∑

j=1

bij = 1.

Now, first consider the row sums of the Hadamard product A ◦B:
n∑

j=1

(aijbij) =
n∑

j=1

aij

n∑
j=1

bij =

(
n∑

j=1

aij

)(
n∑

j=1

bij

)
= 1 · 1 = 1.

Similarly, we can show that the column sums of the Hadamard product A ◦ B

are also equal to 1:
n∑

i=1

(aijbij) =
n∑

i=1

aij

n∑
i=1

bij

=

(
n∑

i=1

aij

)(
n∑

i=1

bij

)
= 1 · 1

= 1.

Since the Hadamard product A ◦B has row and column sums equal to 1, it is also
a doubly stochastic matrix. Thus, A ◦B ∈ Ωn. □

REFERENCES

[1] L. CAO, S. KOYUNCU, T. PARMER: A minimal completion of doubly substochastic matrix,
Linear and Multilinear Algebra, 64 (2016), Issue 11.

[2] L. CAO, S. KOYUNCU: Sub-defect of product of doubly substochastic matrices, Linear and Mul-
tilinear Algebra, 65 (2017), Issue 4.

[3] E.F. BECKENBACH, R. BELLMAN: Inequalities, Ergebnisse der Mathematik und ihrer Gren-
zgebiete. Neue Folge, Springer- Verlag, New York, Inc., 30, 1965.

[4] A. MARSHALL, I. OLKIN: Inequalities: theory of majorization and its applications, Academic
Press, 1979 (2002), 429–445.

[5] A.B. ESHKAFTAKI: Sub-defect of product of I×I finite sub-defect matrices, Linear and Multilinear
Algebra, Published online: 30 Mar 2023.

[6] A.B. ESHKAFTAKI: Minimal completion of I × I doubly substochastic matrices, Linear and
Multilinear Algebra, 70 (2022), Issue 11.



ON SUB-DEFECT OF HADAMARD PRODUCT OF DOUBLY SUBSTOCHASTIC MATRICES 59

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

GEORGIA GWINNETT COLLEGE

1000 UNIVERSITY CENTER LANE,
LAWRENCEVILLE, GA 30043, USA.
Email address: ericchoi314@gmail.com

GWINNETT SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY

970 MCELVANEY LN NW
LAWRENCEVILLE, GA 30044 USA.
Email address: briangchao@gmail.com

LAMBERT HIGH SCHOOL

805 NICHOLS RD

SUWANEE, GA 30024 USA.
Email address: minas.work.acc@gmail.com

ALLIANCE ACADEMY FOR INNOVATION

1100 LANIER 400 PARKWAY

CUMMING, GA 30040 USA.
Email address: audreyjueunne@gmail.com

NORTHVIEW HIGH SCHOOL

10625 PARSONS RD

JOHNS CREEK, GA 30097 USA.
Email address: Anniemermigka@gmail.com

FULTON SCIENCE ACADEMY

3035 FANFARE WAY

ALPHARETTA, GA 30009 USA.
Email address: ritvikshah2009@gmail.com


	1. Introduction
	2. Bounds for doubly substochastic matrices under the Hadamard product 
	References

